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MOLD IN YOUR HOME:
A Practical Guide

Tips from your local air quality testing experts at
U.P. Home Inspection, LLC




Home & Family

For U.P. Homeowners
and Home Buyers

Have you ever noticed a musty smell in your
home after spring rains or summer
thunderstorms sweep through the Upper
Peninsula?

You're not alone—many Yoopers wonder about mold
when dampness creeps in. At U.P. Home Inspection,
LLC, we're here to help you spot potential issues
before they grow. Let's explore some simple steps
together.
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Mold Matters

4 Seasons of Challenges

Our region’s climate creates ideal conditions for mold growth year-round,
with each season bringing unique challenges to our homes.

SPRING in the U.P. often means snowmelt and
sometimes flooding, saturating basements and
crawl spaces and raising moisture levels
everywhere in your home.

SUMMER humidity fuels rapid mold spread with
warm, moist air, especially before, during, and
after thunderstorms and rain showers. .

FALL brings heavy rains that can seep into
hidden corners - especially in older homes and
those facing driving rain off the Great Lakes.

WINTER heating contributes to ice dams and
moisture intrusion, while condensation can
create cozy spots for mold to thrive.

Mold can easily impact home sales or
purchases, making early awareness

key for buyers, sellers, and realtors
across the Upper Peninsula.




Your Health

While many healthy folks might not
feel effects from mold, vulnerable
groups like infants, the elderly, or
those with asthma, allergies, or
underlying conditions can face
serious health risks, as noted by the
CDC.

Common signs and symptoms of
mold allergy:

e Runny Nose or Sneezing
e Coughing or Wheezing

e Itchy or Watery Eyes

e Skin Irritation

e Headaches

e Fatigue HOW MOId

If you or a loved one
experience these

symptoms persistently, When mold growth goes unaddressed in U.P.
especially in damp areas homes, it can seriously harm your property.
of your home, it may

be worth testing for Here’'s what can happen if mold is left unchecked:
mold.

e Structural Damage

e Persistent Odors

e Spread to Other Areas
(Widespread Contamination)
Reduced Property Value
Unlivable Conditions

Acting quickly to address mold and its moisture source is key to
protecting your home’s integrity and value and your familiy’'s well-
being - don't let a small spot turn into a big problem.



ATTIC: Look for roof leaks or
condensation, especially after
heavy rains or snowmelt.

& BEHIND WALLS OR
BATHROOM: Look IN CLOSETS:
around sinks, tubs, [ I=1mm 20 ¢ Hidden moisture
and toilets for leaks; 5L 1) from past leaks or
hidden pipes can be = - Mie X : construction issues
culprits. — can foster mold out
of sight.
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ideal conditions for
growth.

BASEMENTS & CRAWL SPACES: Dampness from
groundwater or poor ventilation makes these
prime mold zones - check corners & near walls

HOW to Spot Mold in Your Home

Not sure if it's mold? Keep an eye (and nose) out for these clues:

Got a Peeling
Look for musty odors? Don't paint, ceiling stains, or
black, green, or white mask with air warped wood can signal
discoloration on walls, fresheners—they hide trapped moisture and
ceilings, or floors. problems without potential mold.




STOP MOLD IN ITS TRACKS

Control Moisture in Your U.P. Home

THE #1 RULE:

No Moisture = No Mold

Mold needs moisture to grow. Control
humidity, prevent problems.

. . . Especially
Moisture Prevention Tips in basements and humid

months

Even small drips Direct water

SENSE loffg PrelsiEms away from your foundation
i +
Bathrooms during Don't

30 minutes after showers . ;
block vents, open interior doors

at 30-
50%. Above 50% = mold risk

e Persistent basement dampness

Musty odors you can't locate
Visible mold larger than 10 square feet
Real estate transactions



Found something suspicious? Take these
steps to start addressing it.

Look for leaks, spills, or
high humidity in problem areas.

Open windows when
possible or use fans to reduce dampness.

Keep indoor humidity
below 50 % to discourage mold growth.

If you're unsure or
concerned—especially with vulnerable family
members—consider a professional test for
clarity.

A Note for Home
Buyers & Sellers

If you’re buying or selling a home in the U.P.,
be cautious if you notice heavy use of air

fresheners during a showing—they might

mask mold odors. Testing for mold can help
avoid surprises during a transaction - good
news for buyers and sellers alike!




Mold Testing?

At U.P. Home Inspection, LLC,
we're your neighbors serving
the Central U.P. with expert
assessments. Led by the
region’s only Certified Master
Inspector® (CMI®), Rich
Beasley, our team is
committed to helping
safeguard your family’s U.P.
home.

CERTIFIED ¥

4 MASTER

Have questions about mold
or want a professional
mold test? Visit us online at
www.uphomeinspection.com
or call us at (906) 360-3879.

Let's keep our U.P. homes
safe together!

CALL U.P. HOME

(906) 360-3879 INSPECTION LLC
TODAY

rich@uphomeinspection.com
www.uphomeinspection.com



